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TELEGRAPH  HILL  SEMAPHORE 

Publication  of  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 


A  Letter  from  the  President 


We  live  on  Telegraph  Hill  because  we  love  the  views,  the  weather  (some  of  the  sunniest 
in  the  city),  the  mixture  of  ages  and  cultures,  the  human  scale  of  the  buildings,  the  land¬ 
scaping,  steps,  streets  and  alleys— all  contribute  to  the  unique  charm  and  character  of 
the  hill.  The  small  neighborhood-serving  businesses  and  restaurants  in  North  Beach  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  liveability  of  our  neighborhood. 

Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  was  formed  because  this  liveability  was  threatened.  For  almost 
thirty  years,  we  have  strived  to  “perpetuate  the  historic  traditions  of  San  Francisco’s 
Telegraph  Hill  and  to  represent  the  community  of  its  residents  and  property  owners.” 
Inside  this  issue  are  many  stories  telling  of  recent  victories  and  current  battles  involving 
our  part  of  the  city. 

On  November  10,  we  will  hold  a  general  meeting  open  to  the  whole  community.  At  that 
meeting  past  (Disasters  That  Didn’t  Happen),  current  (Embarcadero  Freeway  Removal), 
and  future  (Development  of  the  Mission  Bay  Area)  plans  will  be  presented  through  slides 
and  film  (see  information  inside).  Some  of  these  plans  affect  us  directly,  some  don’t.  But 
knowledge  of  them  helps  us  keep  a  broad  perspective  on  developments  throughout  the 
city  and  in  our  neighborhood.  We  realize  that  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  is  not  the  only 
neighborhood  group  concerned  with  protecting  and  preserving  the  individual  character 
and  scale  of  its  environment.  We  hope  you  will  plan  to  join  us  at  this  informational  meet¬ 
ing  and  broaden  your  scope  of  issues  that  affect  our  city. 


THD  OFFICERS,  DIRECTORS,  AND  COMMITTEE  CHAIRS 


OFFICERS: 

President 

*Jane  Winslow . 

421-1466 

Vice  President 

*Judy  Robinson . 

...  562B  Lombard 

982-8533 

Recording  Secretary 

Nan  Roth . 

. 2017  Grant 

397-2176 

Corresponding  Secretary 

Jeanne  Milligan . 

. .  486  Union 

989-0494 

Treasurer 

*Mary  Cara . 

. 451  Lombard 

392-9167 

Financial  Secretary 

Rhoda  Robinson . 

781-5221 

Historian 

Nancy  Katz . 

. 2  Whiting 

986-1890 

Editor— Semaphore 

Lynne  Burwell . 

^denotes  Executive  Committee 

. 321  Chestnut 

982-9715 

DIRECTORS,  1983-1985: 

Bob  Armstrong . 

Nancy  McCabe . 

Jack  Moss . 

Bob  Tibbits . 

. 462  Vallejo 

,  .  265  Telegraph  Hill 

398-8849 

397-0924 

781-4077 

986-7227 

DIRECTORS,  1983-1984: 

*Greg  Jones . 

Herb  Kosovitz . 

Virginia  Sletteland . 

Lee  England . 

. 340  Chestnut 

.  .  .  .  448  Greenwich 
. 27  Alta 

986-6412 

398-0757 

781-4352 

362-3891 

Ex  Officio 

Jerry  Petruzzelli . 

397-6043 

STANDING  COMMITTEES: 

Membership 

Rhoda  Robinson . 

.  276  Francisco 

781-5221 

Program 

Lee  England . 

. 27  Alta 

362-3891 

Semaphore 

Lynne  Burwell . 

. 321  Chestnut 

982-9715 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES: 

Planning  and  Zoning 

Judy  Robinson . 

.  .  .  .  562B  Lombard 

982-8533 

Landmarks 

Nan  Roth . 

397-2176 

Waterfront 

Bob  Katz . 

986-1890 

Parks  and  Trees 

Nancy  McCabe  . 

.  355  Lombard 

397-0924 

Crime  Prevention 

Dan  DuPort . 

Tom  Havey . 

. 40  Edith 

. 529  Vallejo 

397-9148 

391-5524 

Parking 

Nancy  Katz . 

986-1890 

Movies 

Margaret  Gwathmey . 

982-4221 

Neighborhood  Liaison 

Bob  Tibbits . 

. 386  Chestnut 

986-7227 

Social 

Jeanne  Milligan . 

Virginia  Sletteland . 

.  486  Union 

.  .  .  .  448  Greenwich 

989-0494 

781-4352 

MEMBERS:  Please  call  these  chairs  and  volunteer  to  serve  today! 


2 


MEET  YOUR  NEIGHBOR 

by  John  D.  Dolan 

Mid-way  through  our  conversation,  I  recog¬ 
nized  that  Maggie  Baylis,  (former  THD 
Board  Member,  former  editor  of  Semaphore 
who  was  responsible  for  changing  it  from  a 
mimeograph  sheet  to  its  current  form),  not 
only  has  a  sense  of  humor  but  an  aggressive 
optimism.  I  asked  her  when  she  was  born. 
Not  missing  a  beat  the  lady  replied,  “The 
year  the  Titanic  sank,  1912”. 

Don’t  worry — there’s  no  sinking  this 
talented  woman.  After  two  years  studying 


architecture  at  the  University  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  a  career  goal  ended  by  the  Depression, 
she  returned  home  to  Tacoma,  and  landed 
feet  first  in  advertising.  In  1938,  she  coaxed  a 
‘29  Ford  to  San  Francisco.  Alone. 

Her  first  housing  here  was  on  the  Avenues.  “I 
loved  the  weather.  I  loved  San  Francisco,” 
she  said.  Though  poor  as  a  church  mouse  she 
was  persistent  and  tenacious.  After  a  six 
month  hiatus,  she  returned  to  San  Francisco 
to  work  as  a  designer  of  street  car  posters. 
When  that  company  went  broke  she  hocked 
everything  she  had  and  survived  in  the 
advertising  field.  During  WWII  Maggie 
worked  as  a  graphics  designer  in  Hawaii  for 
the  Army.  Returning  to  San  Francisco  she 
sent  informational  and  humorous  mailers 
out  to  every  architect  in  town,  hoping  to  re¬ 
turn  to  that  field.  One  of  them  was  Douglas 
Baylis,  landscape  architect,  known  (as  was 
Thomas  Church)  for  his  modern  ideas,  in¬ 
cluding  the  belief  that  a  beautiful  garden 
could  be  simple,  and  easily  maintained. 

Their  fruitful  and  happy  marriage  lasted 
twenty-four  years.  (Douglas  Baylis  died  in 
1971.)  “I  worked  for  my  husband,”  Maggie 
said.  “Doing  what?”  I  asked.  “Draftsman, 
strong  right  arm”  she  answered,  adding  that 
her  husband’s  ideas  were  a  profound  and 
lasting  influence  on  her.  It  was  through  his 
influence  that  she  became  assistant  art 
director  of  Sunset  in  1947  and  when  that 
magazine  relocated  to  Menlo  Park  in  1951 
she  joined  forces  with  her  husband.  Maggie’s 
creative  illustrations  of  gardening  ideas 
appeared  in  such  magazines  as  Better  Homes 
and  Gardens,  Home  Beautiful,  House  and 
Garden,  and  Sunset. 

There’s  a  fig  tree  growing  through  Maggie’s 
spacious  deck  (built  on  the  foundations  of  St. 
Peter’s  and  Paul’s  original  church  at  6  Gerke 
Alley)  which  survived  the  1906  fire.  It’s 
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Pick-Up  i 

*  The  Fastest  Pizza  Delivery  Service  in  San  Francisco.  * 

*  * 

*  Open  7  days  a  week  from  11  AM  to  1  AM,  * 

*  Friday  and  Saturday  to  3  AM  * 

*  ♦ 

♦  1499  Grant  Ave.,  corner  of  Union  St.  + 

*  San  Francisco  I 


981  6640 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
TRAVEL,  SERVICE 


Montgomery  Street 

^ 77^7 
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^ \d  Floor 

Joan  Curry  —  owners  —  Susan  Smith 
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Collectibles-Deco-Antiques -Kitsch 

Sinr<»  I97S 


TASTfc 


Open  12 noon  to  II  pm  at  NIGHT! 

(exc.  Sun.&  Mon:  12 10  7  PM) 

Browse  chrough  a"Free  Museum":  A  maze  of 
intriguingly  beautiful  oddities  and  bizarre 
collectible  gifts!  Select  greeting  cards  and 
eccentric  postcards  from  the  largest 
selection  of  artist  designs  in  the  City.Try 
on  a  vintage  felt  hat  or  tweed  jacket. 


1562  Grant-Corner  Filbert 
PH:982-5539 


beautiful.  So  is  Maggie’s  deck,  garden  and 
home,  full  of  plants  and  light  and  useful 
spaces.  On  the  lower  level  is  her  office  and 
two  work  rooms,  one  of  which  contains  the 
tools  of  a  carpenter.  Is  there  nothing  the  lady 
can’t  do,  I  wondered.  (She  was  drying  plums 
when  I  arrived.) 

Maggie  Baylis  is  known,  of  course,  for  her 
books.  She  wrote,  illustrated  and  did  the  lay¬ 
out  for  Houseplants  for  the  Purple  Thumb 
(1973),  which  was  a  best  seller,  she  continued 
her  success  with  Practicing  Plant  Parenthood 
(1975)  and  in  1981,  with  Coralie  Castle  pro¬ 
viding  the  recipes,  Maggie  wrote  and  illus¬ 
trated  Real  Bread.  She  has  illustrated  two 
other  books.  All  of  these  books  are  practical, 
attractive,  and  often  funny  (Maggie  has  a 
penchant  for  puns)  and  appear  under  the  im¬ 
print  of  101  Productions,  a  local  press  with 
whom  she  still  has  a  contract.  “I’m  working 
on  an  idea  for  a  children’s  book,”  Maggie 
said.  She  is  also  an  active  volunteer  for  the 
Strybing  Arboretum  and  Botanical  Gardens. 

In  addition  to  her  talents,  energy,  whimsical 
humor  and  tenacity — Maggie  has  lived  on 
Telegraph  Hill  for  the  better  part  of  forty 
years — another  quality  impressed  me.  When 
I  commented  that  she  seemed  to  be  a  person 
who  took  chances,  she  told  me  a  story.  Short¬ 
ly  after  her  husband  died,  Maggie  Baylis  was 
talking  with  a  young  Chinese  student  at  U.C. 
Maggie  asked  her  what  was  the  word  for  “cri¬ 
sis”  in  Chinese.  The  young  lady  gave  Maggie 
two  configurations  which  translate  to“dan- 
ger”  and  “opportunity”. 

“Take  what  you  have  and  stretch  it”,  Maggie 
said.  It  seems  to  me  that  Maggie  Baylis,  us¬ 
ing  past  knowledge  and  experiences  to  gain 
more  knowledge  and  experiences  is  one 
reason  why  THD  continues  to  be  the  creative 
and  influential  organization  it  is. 
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CRIME  PREVENTION  ACTIVITIES 

The  Crime  Prevention  Committee  has  been 
concentrating  most  of  its  attention  in  recent 
months  on  two  items  of  interest  to  the  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  Dwellers. 

First,  the  street  patrol  has  been  newly  re¬ 
vived,  as  promised  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Semaphore.  At  our  general  recruitment 
meeting  in  July,  we  met  with  quite  a  few 
interested  neighbors.  Since  then,  we  have 
been  fine  tuning  our  organization,  which  is 
presently  divided  into  a  half  dozen  smaller 
groups  for  scheduling  purposes.  We  have 
mapped  out  two  separate  patrol  routes  on  the 
Hill,  one  on  the  north  side  (Powell/Francisco 
route)  and  one  on  the  south  side  (Montgom¬ 
ery/Vallejo  route).  We  currently  conduct  one 
patrol  per  week  on  each  route  and  vary  the 
evenings  involved  to  avoid  predictability.  We 
can  use  several  more  people  in  positions  of 
walker,  patrol  leader,  group  leader,  or  stat¬ 
istician.  If  interested,  please  call  either  Tom 
Havey  at  391-5524  (home)  or  574-8181  ext. 
63  (work),  or  Dan  Duport  397-9148  (home). 

Second,  the  Central  District  of  the  Police  De¬ 
partment  continues  to  conduct  a  monthly 
police-community  relations  meeting  on  the 
third  Thursday  of  each  month.  The  purpose 
of  the  meeting  is  to  provide  interested 
citizens  an  opportunity  to  meet  the  police 
officers  on  a  regular  basis  and  discuss  mutual 
concerns  and  problems  regarding  crime  pre¬ 
vention.  Generally,  the  officers  give  a  short 
talk,  which  is  followed  by  a  question  and 
answer  period.  Meetings  are  usually  held  ev¬ 
ery  other  month  (such  as  October  1983)  at 
Central  Station,  and  on  alternate  months  at 
a  rotating  location,  often  in  the  Tenderloin 
area.  It  is  a  good  idea  to  confirm  the  date  and 
location  ahead  of  time,  so  contact  either  Tom 
or  Dan.  All  meetings  begin  at  8  p.m.  and  last 
about  an  hour.  Captain  Casey  of  the  Central 
Station  encourages  THD  attendance. 


982-7639 
523  Broadway 


FOR  RENT:  Telegraph  Hill  Apt., 

2-car  garage,  view,  fireplace,  Lombard; 
6-mo. -sublet,  renewable;  $1, 000/mo. 
Call  Tom,  362-4441  (home)  or  594- 
4242  (office).  Avail.  October  1st. 


“Where  other  coffee  shops  shop  .  . 

CAFFE  MALVINA 

Coffee  Beans  •  Espresso  &  Cappuccino  Machines 

(415)  392-4736  5 1 2  Union  Street 

SUPPORT  OUR 
ADVERTISERS 
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WHITHER  THE  GREAT  HIGHWAY? 

If  you’ve  been  out  at  the  Great  Highway  any¬ 
time  these  past  three  years  you’ve  seen  a 
two-mile-long  hole  opened  up  along  its  east 
side.  That  hole  now  contains  the  Westside 
Transport,  a  $55  million  facility  that  is  part 
of  the  San  Francisco  Clean  Water  Program — 
the  “sewer  project”  to  those  of  us  not  in  public 
relations. 

The  West  Side  Transport  is  an  underground 
concrete  sewer  the  width  of  a  typical  house 
and  growing  from  over  one  story  high  near 
Lincoln  Boulevard  to  about  four  stories  high 
near  Sloat  Boulevard.  A  second  sewer  the 
same  size  rims  parallel  to  the  Transport  for 
storage  when  storm  runoff  is  too  heavy  for 
the  sewage  treatment  plant  near  Lake 
Merced  to  handle.  Treated  sewage  and  storm 
water  from  the  Transport  will  be  discharged 
more  than  four  miles  out  to  sea  by  the  $180 
million  ocean  outfall  line  currently  under 
construction. 

Now  that  the  Great  Highway  sewer  trans¬ 
port  is  complete,  restoration  of  the  highway 
itself  is  about  to  begin.  Replacing  the  high¬ 
way  in  its  former  location  is  impossible  be¬ 
cause  sea  erosion  threatens  the  shore  and 
highway  along  much  of  its  length.  The  Cali¬ 
fornia  Coastal  Commission  has  decreed  that 
the  highway  be  moved  further  east  to  protect 
the  shoreline. 

Residents  of  the  area  vehemently  oppose 
moving  the  roadway  closer  to  their  homes.  At 
a  raucous  public  meeting  in  August,  over  200 
aroused  residents  shouted  their  opinions  to 
the  members  of  the  Citizens  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Wastewater  Management,  a  group 
established  in  1973  to  provide  public  parti¬ 
cipation  in  sewage  program  decisions. 


THD  is  one  of  the  eight  neighborhood  orga¬ 
nizations  represented  on  this  committee. 
Twelve  civic  organizations  are  also  repre¬ 
sented  and  eight  additional  members  are 
appointed  by  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors. 

On  September  6,  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
adopted  the  compromise  recommendation  of 
the  Citizens  Advisory  Committee  and  the 
Department  of  Public  Works.  This  plan 
keeps  traffic  at  about  the  same  distance  from 
homes  as  previously  but  narrows  the  road¬ 
way  shoulder.  This  compromise  provides 
only  a  30-foot  buffer  zone  for  erosion  protec¬ 
tion.  The  California  Coastal  Commission  is 
scheduled  to  meet  on  October  12  to  decide  if 
this  alignment  meets  their  requirements  for 
protection  of  the  shoreline. 

The  Clean  Water  Program  offers  free,  three- 
hour  tours  of  the  Westside  Transport  and 
other  sewage  facilities  two  Saturdays  a 
month,  beginning  at  9  a.m.  Call  Ken  Smith 
at  431-9430  for  tour  reservations. 
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THD  WELCOMES  NEW  AND 
REINSTATED  MEMBERS 

Christopher  Berendes 
Mark  W.  Blackburn 
Honor  Bulkley 
Lyn  Clark 

Francesca  Emmelman 

Mary  Faulstich 

Richard  M.  Gross 

Barbara  Herr 

Janis  M.  Kaempfe 

Sue  Koffel 

Michele  Lamarche 

Tom  Layton  and  Gyongy  Laky 

Stephanie  Mills 

Maxine  M.  Parish 

Emily  M.  Schmitz 

Mary  and  Paul  Slawson 

Frank  and  Vincenza  Smith 

Bill  and  Kitty  Van  Beckum 

Lee  A.  Wolterding 


AM/FM  RECYCLING 

(All  Materials/Fort  Mason,  RECYCLING) 
a  nonprofit,  volunteer  program 


presents 

A  Time: 

2nd  and  4th  Saturdays 

9  am  to  3  pm 

Every  month 

A  Place: 

Fort  Mason,  at  Laguna  Street 
(between  Bay  and  Marina  Blvd.) 

What  to 

Aluminum  and  tin 

Bring: 

Newsprint 

Glass 

Sorry,  We  cannot  yet  recylce:  bi-metal  cans, 
magazines,  mixed  waste  paper,  computer 
printouts,  etc. 

We  need  YOUR  help  in  conserving  our  natur¬ 
al  resources  by  recycling  your  household 
solid  waste  materials! 


•THE  IN  PLACE  TO  DINE 

CAPP’S  CORNER 

1600  POWELL  ST. 

960-2580 


San  Francisco's  Finest  Italian 
Family  Style  Dinner  restaurant 
Your  Hosts 

Frank  Sarubbi  Joe  Capp 


COST  PLUS 

HAS 

EXCITING 
UNPREDICTABLE 
IMPORTS  FROM 
ROUND  THE 
WORLD! 

Fisherman’s  Wharf 
2552  Taylor  St.  at  North  Point 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


Speedy'S 


781  6168 


WINES 
LIQUORS 


NEW  UNION  GROCERY 

301  Union  Street 

Corner  Montgomery 
DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Quality  Meats  —  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


Be  Martini  Bros.  Inc. 


GENERAL  CONTRACTORS 
1831  POWELL  ST.  •  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CAL.  94133 
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Serving  lunch ,  dinner  and  our 
special  antipasti  every  day! 

434-2900 

673  UNION  ST.  at  POWELL 


Hll  grant  jrvemitf 


ttiaccbunm 

creative  jewelrt^ 
ju^Luvjewtlny  »culjTirc-trpwr 


SAN  FRANCISCO  PLAN  INITIATIVE: 
PROPOSITION  M 

Prop  M  is  the  result  of  an  initiative  process 
sponsored  by  people  who  claim  that  the  city 
has  not  adequately  dealt  with  downtown 
growth,  despite  its  agreement  to  address  the 
issue  following  the  failure  of  a  previous  down 
zoning  initiative.  At  that  time  City  Hall 
agreed  that  the  Planning  Department  would 
prepare  a  Downtown  Environmental  Impact 
Report  (EIR)  which  would  address  the  impact 
of  downtown  construction  on  neighborhoods, 
transportation,  housing,  and  public  services. 
Proposition  M  on  the  November  7  ballot  asks 
voters  to  approve  a  plan  for  managing  the 
impact  of  commercial  development  in  San 
Francisco. 

Unlike  the  three  previous  initiatives  (in 
1971,  1973,  and  1979),  this  plan  will  not  put 
limits  on  building  height  or  size.  Instead,  it 
will  require  that  new  office  building  de¬ 
velopers: 

1.  contribute  money  for  job  training  with  the 
goal  of  filling  40  of  the  new  jobs  created 
with  San  Francisco  residents. 

2.  provide  one  unit  of  “affordable”  housing 
for  every  1000  sq.  ft.  of  new  office  space. 

3.  pay  the  costs  of  Muni  services  at  a  ratio  of 
one  bus  for  every  100,000  sq.ft,  of  office 
space. 

The  city’s  current  policies  are  directed  at 
these  targets  but  do  not  have  enforceable 
ordinances  to  make  them  work.  The  city’s 
transit  tax  levy  of  $5/sq.ft.  of  building  space 
is  being  delayed  pending  the  resolution  of  a 
legal  challenge  by  property  owners.  The  Plan 
Initiative,  if  approved,  would  more  clearly 
spell  out  developer’s  responsibilities. 

The  Plan  Initiative  has  two  long  range  plan¬ 
ning  features.  It  requires  the  City  Planning 
Commission  to  set  out  “Priority  Policies  for 
San  Francisco’s  Future”  in  the  Master  Plan 
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and  to  prepare  a  Master  Plan  consistent  with 
the  Priority  Policies  through  zoning  imple¬ 
mentation. 

The  Plan  will  permit  construction  of  1.4  mil¬ 
lion  sq.  ft.  of  office  space  per  year  until  the 
year  2000  (compared  with  an  average  of  1.7 
million  for  the  years  1965-1981).  It  requires 
reduced  floor  area  ratios  while  allowing  con¬ 
struction  of  larger  buildings  in  exchange  for 
providing  open  space.  It  encourages  pre¬ 
servation  of  historic  buildings,  development 
South  of  Market,  limits  on  highrises  in  Chi¬ 
natown  and  the  Tenderloin,  and  reduction  of 
traffic  in  the  downtown  area. 

Last  month  the  Planning  Department  un¬ 
veiled  its  Downtown  Plan.  Suggestions  have 
been  made  that  the  August  release  was  in¬ 
tended  to  diffuse  public  interest  in  Prop  M. 
While  the  two  proposals  are  similar,  the  Plan 
Initiative  provides  enforceable  ordinances 
and  the  means  to  achieve  its  aims.  It  is  cru¬ 
cial  to  note  that  the  city’s  Downtown  Plan 
provides  only  a  set  of  guidelines  for  future 
development  and  fails  to  provide  the  methods 
to  reach  its  goals.  Since  the  city’s  Downtown 
Plan  must  go  through  the  hearing  process  it 
may  be  changed  or  not  adopted  at  all.  The 
passage  of  Prop  M  will  enable  the  people  of 
San  Francisco  to  insist  on  the  implementa¬ 
tion  of  a  workable  Downtown  Plan. 

Those  interested  in  assisting  the  passage  of 
Prop  M  should  call  781-7432.  The  Telegraph 
Hill  Dwellers  has  contributed  $250  to  the 
campaign.  Additional  contributions  are 
needed. 


635  VALLEJO  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO 

(415)  421  -5283 

Saudape  @a. 
GLORIA  BRAND  PRODUCTS 

GOLD  MEDAL  AWARD  WINNERS 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 

&  SONS 

"Old  World  Craftsmanship" 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draf  eries  •  Blinds  ■  Shades 
2060  Stockton  St.  •  7S 1-62  7  7 
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THD  VICTORY  AT  THE  PLANNING 
COMMISSION 

On  Monday,  August  29,  the  THD  won  a  signi¬ 
ficant  battle  when  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
denied  an  appeal  of  Ms.  Sophie  Lau,  a  prom¬ 
inent  North  Beach  landowner.  She  had 
sought  reversal  of  the  Planning  Depart¬ 
ment’s  decision  against  the  conversion  of  re¬ 
sidential  units  to  office  space  at  several 
buildings  she  owns  on  Scotland  Street  (near 
Greenwich  Street)  along  Columbus  Avenue. 
Jerry  Petruzzelli  spearheaded  the  THD’s  de¬ 
fense  while  former  Supervisor  Gordon  Lau 
(not  related)  represented  Ms.Lau. 

The  battle  was  but  one  more  in  the  con¬ 
tinuing  struggle  of  North  Beach  residents 
attempting  to  preserve  neighbor  character 
and  residential  uses  from  the  eroding  press¬ 
ures  of  developers.  It  serves  as  warning  to 
misguided  promoters  and  speculators  that, 
regardless  of  the  fate  of  the  THD’s  downzon¬ 
ing  petition  for  the  Columbus  Avenue  corri¬ 
dor,  strong  local  opposition  will  continue  to 
fight  the  expansion  of  the  Financial  District. 

In  May  Ms.  Lau  had  sought  a  conditional  use 
permit  for  the  residential  space  under  City 
Planning  Code  Section  303.  She  claimed  that 
a  change  to  office  use  was  needed,  because 
she  was  unable  to  rent  the  units  and  suffered 
a  financial  hardship.  One  three-bedroom 
unit  was  listed  at  $1,500  a  month  rent!  Her 


hardship  appeared  to  be  self-inflicted.  The 
Commission  ruled  that  Section  303’s  require¬ 
ments  were  not  met  and  the  buildings  did  not 
meet  necessary  specifications  for  commercial 
use.  In  her  appeal  to  the  Supervisors,  Ms. 
Lau  maintained  she  was  entitled  to  commer¬ 
cial  use  because  the  properties  had  been 
zoned  commercial  before  the  THD’s  petition 
for  downzoning  had  been  filed.  Her  lawyer 
stated  the  downzoning  was  unconstitutional. 
Moreover,  he  claimed  she  had  simply  failed 
to  obtain  the  conditional  use  permit  before 
the  units  were  converted,  which  seems 
rather  careless  for  a  real  estate  business¬ 
woman. 

The  Board  spent  several  hours  at  hearings  on 
August  15  and  August  29.  At  the  first  meet¬ 
ing  over  an  hour  of  testimony  was  heard. 
Initially,  the  Board  overruled  the  Commis¬ 
sion  in  Ms.  Lau’s  favor.  Subsequently,  that 
decision  was  rescinded  while  the  Board  re¬ 
viewed  evidence  that  she  was  deliberately 
seeking  to  convert  the  buildings  in  conflict 
with  various  provisions  in  the  building  code. 
It  was  concluded  that  these  violations  were 
also  present  at  the  time  Ms.Lau  should  have 
filed  for  a  conditional  use  permit.  Supervisor 
Louise  Renne  was  especially  persuasive  in 
changing  several  colleagues’  votes,  arguing 
that  granting  the  appeal  would  be  a  reversal 
of  city  policy  and  catering  to  special  in¬ 
terests.  The  THD  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to 


ai»a  iKiumcomiKn 

Recent  Color  Woodblock  Prints  I  OCT.  7 -NOV  6 

SOCSIM  AIIM  AM  1 AUJ  W " 

1457  Grant  Avenue  San  Francisco  -989-6452  Tues.-Sat.  12-6 
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Supervisors  Renne,  Maher,  Kopp,  Kennedy, 
Walker  and  Ward  who  supported  our  peti¬ 
tion.  Those  aligned  with  Ms.  Lau  were  Super¬ 
visors  Nelder,  Molinari,  Silver  and  Britt.  Su¬ 
pervisor  Kopp,  a  long  standing  opponent  to 
downzoning,  had  vigorously  opposed  the 
THD  until  City  Planning  Department  Admi¬ 
nistrator  Robert  Passmore  detailed  the 
building  code  violations  that  militated 
against  the  commercial  use  permit  being 
issued.  Mr  Kopp  has  long  waged  a  campaign 
against  downzoning  and  302(e)  as  unconsti¬ 
tutional,  thereby  oposing  THD’s  efforts  to 
halt  office  growth  and  housing  destruction  in 
North  Beach. 


HERB  ZELINSKY 

On  July  31  we  lost  a  good  friend  and  our 
Treasurer:  Herb  Zelinsky,  who  died  unex¬ 
pectedly. 

He  had  assumed  the  duties  of  Treasurer  only 
last  April,  but  his  activities  for  the  Dwellers 
covered  many  fields.  He  was  particularly  ac¬ 
tive  as  a  member  of  the  Waterfront  Commit¬ 
tee,  where  his  knowledge  and  grasp  of  prob¬ 
lems  produced  valuable  contributions.  We 
will  miss  his  warm  personality,  his  wisdom 
and  his  sense  of  humor. 

His  wife,  Evelyn,  has  offered  to  take  Herb’s 
place  on  the  Waterfront  Committee.  She,  too, 
is  greatly  concerned  with  the  Bay,  the  city 
and  our  waterfront.  Her  assistance  will  be 
greatly  welcome. 

In  Herb’s  memory,  THD  has  made  a  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  Nature  Conservancy. 


all 

INTERSECTION 

FOR  THE  ARTS 

FALL  1983 
PERFORMANCE 


SOLO  PERFORMANCE  SERIES 
October  6  -  29 

Fred  Curchack  in 

"Fred  Breaks  Bread  with  the  Dead" 

November  2  -  December  3 

Thomas  F.  Maguire  in 
"The  Fleroes  of  Xochiquipa" 

November  16-20 

Eric  Bass,  puppeteer; 
puppet  entertainment  for  adults 

LATE  NITE  SERIES 
November  4  -  December  17 

Fridays  &  Saturdays 

Call  Box  Office  for  details 

BOX  OFFICE:  982-2356 

_ GALLERY _ 

thru  November  7 
SINCERELY  SAN  FRANCISCO 

500  postcard  images 

November  11  -  December  23 

Documentation  of  "Ephemeral  Sculpture" 
in  the  Bay  Area 

_ POETRY 

Reading  every  Tuesday,  8:00  p.m. 

FILM 

Films  every  Sunday  from  7:30  p.m.  on. 

756  Union  Street,  S.F.  397-6061 
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LOUVRE 


CUSTOM 

FRAMING 
645  CHESTNUT  GR  4-6648 


Since  1927 

The  Best  Italian  Food  Cooked  to  Order 
in  North  Beach 


May  Ditano  611  Broadway 

Proprietor  (415)  781-2939 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI  RE  CL  AM  A  TORI 


362-4726 


NEW  PISA 
ESTAURANT 

550  Green 
Street 


ITALIAN  FOOD 
Open 

Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 
Except  Wednesday 
Banquet  Facilities 


THE  YICK  WO 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  OPENS 

The  San  Francisco  Unified  School  District 
opened  its  new  alternative  school,  Yick  Wo 
this  fall  on  Russian  Hill.  It  takes  the  place  of 
Sara  B.  Cooper  School  which  was  torn  down 
several  years  ago.  Yick  Wo  stands  on  the 
corner  of  Lombard  and  Jones  and  was  de¬ 
signed  by  architect  George  Rockrise,  a  THD 
member.  It  has  twelve  classrooms  and  a  com¬ 
munity  room  available  for  public  use. 

The  school  is  named  for  a  Chinese  business¬ 
man  who  was  a  victim  of  discrimination  in 
1885.  He  appealed  his  conviction  for  a  zoning 
violation  to  the  California  Supreme  Court 
and  then  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  which 
found  in  his  favor.  The  Yick  Wo  case  had 
great  impact  as  one  of  the  leading  cases  in  the 
area  of  the  14th  Amendment  claim  to  “equal 
protection  under  the  law.” 

New  principal  Claudia  Jeung,  says  that  the 
capacity  of  the  school,  which  serves  kinder¬ 
garten  through  fifth  grade,  will  be  360  stu¬ 
dents.  Ms.  Jeung  suggests  you  apply  now  if 
you  have  an  eligible  child. 

Yick  Wo  School  will  offer  a  full  program  in¬ 
cluding  mathematics,  science,  social  science, 
physical  education,  art,  music,  and  lan¬ 
guage,  combined  in  an  interdisciplinary  for¬ 
mat.  Principal  Jeung  invites  you  to  come  by, 
meet  her,  and  visit  the  new  school.  For  in¬ 
formation  or  an  application  telephone  the 
school  at  474-2833. 
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NORTH  BEACH  PLAYGROUND 

Last  Spring  Nan  Becker  of  the  North  Beach 
Neighbors  started  a  campaign  to  clean  up  the 
North  Beach  Playground  which  is  located  at 
the  corner  of  Greenwich  Street  and  Col¬ 
umbus  Avenue.  She  was  especially  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  safety  of  the  children  who 
use  the  playground  every  day.  Taking  her 
granddaughter  to  the  playground,  she  was 
dismayed  to  discover  broken  glass  and  other 
debris  in  the  sand.  The  children’s  climbing 
structure  is  in  a  badly  deteriorated  condition, 
there  is  overgrown  and  dying  vegetation  sur¬ 
rounding  the  park  and  the  adjoining  library 
area. 

Her  list  of  concerns  continued  to  grow.  Mrs. 
Becker  asked  Jane  Winslow,  Jerry  Lubenow 
and  Nancy  McCabe  of  the  THD  for  assistance 
and  support  toward  getting  the  playground 
cleaned  up.  She  pointed  out  that  the  brick 
wall  along  Columbus,  which  blocks  a  clear 
view  of  the  playground  from  the  street, 
makes  for  a  convenient  sleeping  area  for 
transients  who  besmirch  the  surroundings 
with  mundane  calls  from  nature. 

The  THD  and  the  NBN  are  now  attempting 
to  obtain  financing  for  the  renovation  of  the 
playground  from  the  Open  Space  Commis¬ 
sion.  The  brick  wall  could  be  remodeled  to 
make  the  area  more  exposed  especially  for 
surveillance  by  police  patrols,  and  still  pro¬ 
vide  a  safety  barrier  to  keep  children  from 
running  into  the  street. 

Representatives  from  the  two  neighborhood 
organizations  met  with  city  officials  at  the 
North  Beach  Branch  of  the  Library  to  discuss 
the  situation  and  enlist  their  support  for  rec¬ 
tifying  the  problems.  A  District  Supervisor 
from  the  Recreation  and  Parks  Department 
was  present  along  with  representatives  from 


the  Central  Police  Station  and  Supervisor 
John  Molinari’s  office.  Chaired  by  Jane 
Winslow,  the  meeting  was  successful  in 
obtaining  a  commitment  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  improve  playground  maintenance 
and  install  a  nearby  telephone  to  alert  the 
Police  in  the  event  of  an  emergency. 

Another  meeting  is  scheduled  with  the  Open 
Space  Commission  to  review  a  remodeling 
proposal  that  has  been  developed  by 
architect  Carolyn  Walker.  Tammy  Roster  of 
the  NBN  and  Nancy  McCabe  from  the  THD 
will  represent  our  respective  groups. 

In  order  to  monitor  the  Recreation  and  Parks 
Department’s  promise  to  provide  ongoing 
maintenance,  concerned  parents  and  grand¬ 
parents  who  use  the  playground  are  urged  to 
call  District  Supervisor  Jon  Huttinger  at 
558-4406  with  any  complaints  or  suggestions 
for  improvement. 
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MANY  THANKS 


Since  we  are  a  volunteer  organization,  we  must  rely  on  our  membership  to  carry  out  the 
projects  we  undertake.  Many  times  these  peoples’  contribution  of  time  and  energy  goes 
by  without  formal  acknowledgment. 

Therefore,  we  would  like  to  formally  thank  the  following  for  their  recent  expenditure  of 
talent  and  time  to  THD’s  many  projects: 

For  helping  with  our  booth  at  the  San  Francisco  Fair,  many  thanks  to: 


Francesco  Greco 
Jeanne  Milligan 
Honor  Bulkley 
Roger  Zeman 

Lisa  Max 

Barbara  Brennan 
Linda  Herman 

Tom  Havey 

Judy  Robinson 
Frank  Smith 

Peter  Dewees  and  Bob  Tibbits,  co-chairs 

Lori  Viti 

Mary  Erckenbrach 

David  Koester 

Marc  Hinshaw 

Flo  Allen 

Herb  Kosovitz 

Karen  Ezekial 

Mary  Taylor 

Bob  Armstrong 

.  .  and  to  all  those  who  worked  on  Sunday,  July  31 
(we  misplaced  the  list!) 

For  designing  our  new  stationery  (including  the  logo  on  the  Semaphore,),  many  thanks  to 

Maggie  Baylis 

For  organizing  our  membership  list  for  easy  access  by  districts,  many  thanks  to: 

Helga  Ginige 

For  filling  in  as  temporary  treasurer,  many  thanks  to: 

Rhoda  Robinson 
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For  accepting  the  position  as  new  treasurer,  many  thanks  to: 

Mary  Cara 


For  filling  in  for  the  remainder  of  Jerry  Lubenow's  term  on  the  board  and  as  chair  of 
Parks  and  Trees  Committee,  many  thanks  to: 


Nancy  McCabe 


For  their  help  on  the  Coit  Tower  picnic,  many  thanks  to: 


Jeanne  Milligan  and  Gina  Sletteland,  co-chairs 


Peter  Dewees 
Mary  Burns 


Lee  England 
Flo  Allen 
Mary  Cara 


Francesco  Greco 
Tom  Yatteau 


Pat  Callaghan 

.  .  .  and  to  all  who  contributed  their  services  to  the  auction. 


For  collecting  and  editing  the  articles  for  this  issue's  Semaphore: 

Sue  Cauthen 

For  coordinating  and  chairing  the  Semaphore  ad  committee: 

Kathleen  Cannon 

For  appearances  before  the  Planning  Commission,  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  other 
city  committees,  many  thanks  to: 

Jerry  Petruzzelli  Herb  Kosovitz 

June  Osterberg  Judy  Robinson 

Bob  Katz  Jane  Winslow 

Genevieve  and  Lea  Yuen  Katherine  Koelsch 

Bob  Armstrong 

And  to  all  of  you  who  have  written  letters  to  these  city  bodies  advocating  our  side  of  the 
issues,  many  thanks. 
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H  Look  Forward  I 
To  Credit  Flexibility 
■  With  Design  Line. 


Your  personal  revolving  credit  line 


SECURITY  PACIFIC  BANK 

Levi’s  Plaza  Branch 
1105  Battery  Street,  445-4613 


•SERVICE  MARK  OWNED  BY  SECURITY  PACIFIC  CORPORATION 
THE  LOOKING  FORWARD  BANK  IS  A  TRADEMARK  OF  SECURITY  PACIFIC  CORPORATION 
•  SECURITY  PACIFIC  ©  1983  SPNB  MEMBER  FDIC 


Taken  from  the  book, San  Francisco's  Telegraph  Hill,  by  David  F.  Myrick.  Copyright  ©1972,  and 
reprinted  with  the  permission  of  Darwin  Publications,  850  North  Hollywood  Way,  Burbank,  CA  91505. 


San?raQcisco& 
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Coit  Tower 


When  a  little  old  lady  died  on  July  22,  1929, 
in  the  Dante  Sanatorium  on  Russian  Hill,  a  chain 
of  events  was  set  off  that  would  revise  the  pro¬ 
file  of  Telegraph  Hill. 

Lillie  Hitchcock  Coit  was  one  of  the  many 
characters  out  of  San  Francisco’s  golden  past. 
Independent  by  nature,  she  was  a  controversial 
person.  Bom  in  1842  at  West  Point,  where  her 
father,  Charles  M.  Hitchcock,  was  a  physician, 
Lillie  came  with  her  family  to  California  while 
she  was  still  a  child.  In  San  Francisco  the  dash¬ 
ing  firemen  and  their  gleaming  engines  delighted 
her  but  it  was  Knickerbocker  Engine  Company 
No.  5  that  especially  caught  the  girl’s  fancy. 
Whenever  that  volunteer  group  went  to  a  fire, 
Lillie  slipped  out  to  cheer  the  brave  men  on; 
eventually  they  made  her  an  honorary  member 
of  that  company  and  she  always  displayed  her 
badge  proudly.  Her  marriage  to  Benjamin  How¬ 
ard  Coit,  a  handsome  Arizona  mining  man  and 
later  a  caller  on  the  San  Francisco  Stock  Board, 
was  a  social  highlight  of  1869,  but  the  couple 
was  soon  separated  and  Lillie  never  remarried. 
Instead,  she  found  diversion  in  playing  poker  and 
smoking  cigarettes,  and  much  of  her  life  after 
1903  was  spent  in  Paris.  Soon  after  her  return  to 
San  Francisco  in  1924  Lillie  suffered  a  crippling 
stroke  that  made  her  an  invalid  for  the  last  four 
years. 

Lillie  Coit’s  will  indicated  that  she  thought 
well  of  many  people.  To  each  surviving  member 
of  the  Knickerbocker  Engine  Company  she  left 
$5000,  while  about  two  dozen  other  individuals 
were  remembered  with  smaller  amounts.  Relatives 
in  Texas  received  a  cash  bequest  and  her  prop¬ 
erty  in  that  state.  One  provision  directed  her 


executors  “to  engage  the  services  of  a  competent 
sculptor  (preferably  Mr.  Haig  Patigian,  if  possible) 
to  create  ...  an  artistic  monument  ...  to  the 
memory  of  the  original  Volunteer  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment,”  and  $50,000  was  left  for  this  purpose.  Tire 
residue  of  the  estate  was  divided  evenly  among 
the  University  of  California,  the  University  of 
Maryland  (in  both  cases  honoring  the  Hitchcock 
family),  and  the  City  and  County  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  “with  the  request  that  the  Supervisors  there¬ 
of  shall  expend  the  same  in  an  appropriate  manner 
for  the  purpose  of  adding  to  the  beauty  of  said 
city  which  I  have  always  loved.” 

An  advisory  committee  was  formed  in  April 
1931  to  handle  the  two  bequests  to  the  city.  It 
immediately  commissioned  Patigian  to  create  the 
statue  of  the  firemen,  and  after  approving  Pati- 
-  gian’s  model  that  fall,  the  committee  agreed  tc 
place  the  finished  work  on  Telegraph  Hill.  How¬ 
ever,  the  statue  eventually  ended  up  in  Washing¬ 
ton  Square. 

That  Mrs.  Coit  failed  to  specify  a  use  for  the 
larger  bequest  to  the  city  was  not  an  oversight 
on  her  part.  Shortly  before  completing  her  will 
in  October  1924,  she  had  contemplated  leaving 
the  money  for  an  observatory  on  Telegraph  Hill. 
To  refresh  her  memory  of  the  Hill  she  asked 
Lucius  E.  Greene,  a  trust  officer  of  the  Wells 
Fargo  Bank,  to  accompany  her  in  a  taxi  to  the 
summit.  There,  Greene  recalled,  she  "spent  some 
time  .  .  .  talking  animatedly  about  the  idea  she 
had  in  mind.”  But  realizing  that  the  attitude  of 
city  officials  might  be  uncertain  after  her  death, 
and  that  the  residue  of  her  estate  might  not  be 
sufficient,  she  abandoned  definite  plans  for  an 
observatory. 


mural.  However,  throughout  the  project  the  expe¬ 
rienced  artists  served  as  assistant  directors,  quietly 
advising  the  younger  men;  Victor  Arnautoff  is 
particularly  remembered  for  his  help. 

Except  for  Ralph  Stackpole,  Otis  Oldfield  and 
Mallette  Dean,  most  of  the  artists  lived  off  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill.  Still,  they  were  all  sociable  and  had 
fun  both  on  and  off  the  job.  After  hours  there 
were  parties  and  exhibit  previews,  and  at  work 
the  artists  enjoyed  including  the  faces  of  friends 
in  the  murals.  Maxine  Albro  portrayed  Stackpole 
as  a  perspiring  farm  laborer,  while  in  Zakheim’s 
library  scene  he  reads  a  newspaper.  Zakheim’s 
work  also  depicts  Colonel  William  J.  Brady  (then 
the  tower  caretaker)  and  Lucien  Labaudt.  Labaudt 
had  chosen  the  stairway  for  his  Powell  Street  epic 
—  partlv  to  get  away  from  the  crowded  working 
conditions  —  but  once  he  was  there  he  thought 
of  many  people  he  admired,  so  Charles  Stafford 
Duncan,  Dr.  Heil,  Edgar  Walter  and  even  Mrs. 
Roosevelt  will  be  found  in  his  mural. 

Where  the  political  views  of  certain  artists  had 
entered  their  work,  there  was  so  much  criticism 
that  the  Art  Commission  postponed  the  unveil¬ 
ing  in  1934  from  May  1  to  October  12.  During 
the  interim  the  more  sensitive  aspects  of  some 
murals  were  revised  at  the  commission’s  direc¬ 
tion.  Still,  a  few  remaining  items  —  such  as  the 
tome  of  Karl  Marx’s  in  the  library  scene  —  upset 
some  individuals  long  after  the  unveiling.  After 
the  water-front  strike  of  1934,  followed  by  a  gen¬ 
eral  strike  in  San  Francisco,  no  objective  appraisal 
of  paintings  with  political  overtones  was  possible. 
As  late  as  August  1941  a  formal  complaint  was 
filed  about  the  subject  matter  in  certain  murals. 

Some  of  the  murals  were  damaged  by  water, 
despite  repeated  efforts  to  halt  the  leaks  in  the 
roof.  Even  more  damaging  have  been  the  tour¬ 
ists  who  scratched  their  initials  in  the  frescoes. 
In  March  1960  Mrs.  Dorothy  Cravath  undertook 
to  restore  the  murals  with  acrylic  paints;  when¬ 
ever  possible  she  arranged  for  the  original  artist 
to  do  the  work,  but  most  of  it  she  had  to  do  her¬ 
self.  After  she  had  worked  several  days  a  week 


for  two  years,  there  was  a  long  hiatus  but  the 
restoration  was  finally  completed  in  1968. 

At  present  the  murals  are  not  accessible  to 
the  public.  Perhaps  when  adequate  protective  ar¬ 
rangements  can  be  devised  the  rooms  will  be 
open  again,  but  with  large  murals  —  some  are 
forty  feet  long  —  displayed  in  small  rooms,  the 
solution  to  the  problem  is  difficult.  Still,  thousands 
of  tourists  annually  (160,000  in  1971)  pay  a  quarter 
each  to  take  the  sixty-second  elevator  ride  to  the 
main  landing  then  walk  up  37  steps  to  the  ob¬ 
servation  deck  for  a  spectacular  view  of  the  San 
Francisco  Bav. 
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Many  proposals  have  been  made  for  decorating 
the  Coit  Tower’s  exterior.  At  times  a  forty-foot  gas 
flare  has  been  suggested  for  the  top,  and  in  1954 
the  United  Crusade  campaign  varied  the  night 
lighting  with  colored  floodlights.  For  the  Christ¬ 
mas  of  1971  the  crew  of  the  U.S.S.  Coral  Sea  and 
others  provided  colored  lights  for  the  tower  and, 
at  the  very  top,  a  simulated  Christmas  tree. 

Christopher  Columbus 

When  a  change  in  plans  sent  Haig  Patigian’s 
statue  of  the  volunteer  firemen  to  Washington 
Square,  the  thirty-foot  circle  in  the  parking  lot 
on  Telegraph  Hill  was  vacant,  except  for  flowers. 
Then  in  October  1956  Pierluigi  Alvera,  the  Italian 
consul  general  in  San  Francisco,  suggested  that 
a  statue  of  Christopher  Columbus  might  be  placed 
there.  Contributions  financed  the  commission  of 
Italian  sculptor  Vittorio  de  Colbertaldo  to  create 
a  standing  figure  of  the  Genoese  navigator.  Com¬ 
plications  arose  when  Ugo  Graziotti,  a  local  sculp¬ 
tor  and  a  leading  proponent  of  the  idea  for  the 
monument,  presented  his  own  model  of  a  free¬ 
form  statue  interpreting  the  spirit  of  Columbus. 
However,  in  spite  of  the  controversy,  the  de  Col¬ 
bertaldo  figure  was  accepted,  and  in  due  course 
the  12-foot  bronze  statue  left  Italy  for  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  It  arrived  in  time  to  be  set  in  the  circle 
for  the  dedication,  which  appropriately  enough 
was  held  on  October  12,  1957. 


Elevator  Lobby: 
Rinaldo  Cuneo 
Otis  Oldfield 
Jose  Moya  del  Pino 

First  Floor: 

Maxine  Albro 
Victor  Arnautoff 
Ray  Bertrand 
Ray  Boynton 
H.  Mallette  Dean 
George  Harris 


COIT  TOWER  ARTISTS 
William  Hesthal 
John  L.  Howard 
Gordon  Langdon 
Suzanne  Scheuer 
Ralph  Stackpole 
Frede  Vidar 
Clifford  Wight 
Bernard  B.  Zakheim 

Stairway: 

Lucien  Labaudt 


Second  Floor: 

Jane  Berlandina 
Ralph  Chesse 
Ben  F.  Cunningham 
Parker  Hall 
Edith  Anne  Hamlin 
Edward  T.  Terada 

Outside: 

Robert  B.  Howard 


The  city  received  $118,731  from  Lillie  Coit’s 
estate,  and  the  Park  Commission  proposed  that 
the  money  be  used  to  build  a  tower  on  Telegraph 
Hill.  Accordingly,  in  September  of  1931  the  com¬ 
mission  appointed  the  architectural  firm  of  Arthur 
Brown,  Jr.,  to  prepare  plans  for  such  a  tower,  fol¬ 
lowing  preliminary  sketches  previously  submitted. 
Brown  was  best  known  for  classical  buildings  such 
as  the  Opera  House. 

At  that  time  Supervisor  James  B.  McSheehy, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  advisory  committee, 
introduced  an  ordinance  to  rezone  part  of  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  "so  that  the  skyscrapers  of  the  future 
would  not  interfere  with  the  view  or  detract  from 
the  beauty  of  Coit  Memorial.”  The  matter  came 
before  the  Board  of  Supervisors  on  June  20,  1932. 
By  then  the  tower  had  become  a  highly  contro¬ 
versial  subject;  many  artists  had  ridiculed  the 
general  design,  and  Lewis  F.  Byington  was  in¬ 
sisting  on  a  structure  at  least  250  feet  tall.  But 
at  this  meeting  the  artists,  led  by  Albert  W.  Bar- 
rows,  joined  with  Byington  to  attack  Herbert 
Fleishhacker,  president  of  the  Park  Commission 
and  chief  proponent  of  the  tower.  After  several 
hours  of  debate,  all  but  one  of  the  supervisors 
voted  for  the  rezoning.  Allegedly  it  was  Fleish- 
hacker’s  strong  position  in  the  city  that  caused 
three  supervisors  to  switch  their  votes,  and  the 
lone  dissenter,  William  P.  Stanton,  later  remarked, 
“Mr.  Fleishhacker  ought  to  come  up  here  often. 
He  can  put  a  lot  of  things  over  because  they  all 
tumble  to  him.” 

The  newly  created  Art  Commission  had  been 
empowered  to  review  the  design  of  public  build¬ 
ings  and  so  appointed  a  small  committee,  consist¬ 
ing  of  sculptor  Edgar  Walter  and  architects  John 
Blakewell,  Jr.,  and  Ceorge  W.  Kelham,  to  examine 
the  tower  plans.  The  committee  suggested  several 
modifications,  which  were  incorporated  in  the  de¬ 
sign,  and  then  the  Art  Commission  met  to  consider 
the  revised  plans  on  August  18,  1932.  The  com¬ 
mission  voted  seven  to  four  to  accept  the  altered 
design,  despite  a  petition  of  464  names  protest¬ 
ing  the  tower  and  the  comment  of  one  minority 
member,  author  Gertrude  Atherton,  who  felt  that 
"it  looked  like  the  remnants  of  an  old  ruin.” 
Among  other  changes,  the  height  of  the  tower 
had  been  increased,  which  pushed  the  construc¬ 
tion  cost  up  by  $27,000  to  $104,307.  With  archi¬ 
tectural  fees  and  landscaping,  the  final  bill  would 
be  $124,605  —  more  than  the  Coit  estate  had  pro¬ 
vided,  but  the  city  made  up  the  difference. 

Much  thought  had  gone  into  the  design  of 
the  Coit  Memorial,  and  various  forms  were  con¬ 


sidered:  a  low  mass,  a  large  statue  or  a  single 
column.  Since  the  Hill  is  asymmetrical,  with  its 
long  axis  running  north,  and  south,  a  monument 
pleasing  to  the  eye  from  one  direction  might  look 
clumsv  from  another.  Therefore,  only  a  polygonal 
form  approaching  the  round  would  present  the 
same  profile  in  every  direction.  Prevailing  public 
opinion  called  for  the  monument  to  be  utilitarian, 
and  so  in  keeping  with  Telegraph  Hill’s  history 
the  structure  should  be  an  observation  tower. 

Henrv  T.  Howard,  an  architect  with  the  firm 
of  Arthur  Brown,  Jr.,  had  more  to  do  with  the 
design  than  anyone  else,  except  possibly  Brown 
himself.  Howard  explained  his  thinking  in  1933 
when  he  wrote: 

The  silhouette  was  studied  most  carefully.  Account 
was  taken  of  the  foreshortening  from  points  below, 
particularly  as  one  approached  up  the  hill,  as  well 
as  ofTlie  clcvational  effect  which  would  be  obtained 
from  a  distance.  A  massive  base  was  provided  to 
raise  the  shaft  above  the  trees  and  to  carry  the  eye 
upward. 

The  tower  would  rise  ISO  feet  above  the  base 
and  have  an  observation  deck  32  feet  below  the 
top.  Bather  than  being  a  single  shell,  the  struc¬ 
ture  would  be  three  cylinders,  one  inside  the 
other.  The  outside  wall,  decorated  with  24  verti¬ 
cal  flutings  in  the  manner  of  a  column,  was  to 
be  approximately  eight  inches  thick  in  the  con¬ 
cave  part  of  the  flutes.  Between  the  first  and 
second  walls  a  stairway  would  wind  its  way  to 
the  top,  while  the  innermost  cylinder  would 
house  an  elevator.  So  that  the  tower  might  appear 
vertical  to  the  human  eye,  the  outer  wall  would 
taper  inward  slightly  until  the  diameter  at  the 
top  was  18  inches  smaller  than  that  at  the  base. 

Young  and  Horstmeyer,  contractors  with  many 
years'  experience  in  San  Francisco,  were  the  suc¬ 
cessful  bidders  and  construction  began  early  in 
1933,  during  the  cold  and  windy  part  of  the  year. 
The  excavation  work  and  the  ground  floor  were 
completed  in  two  months,  and  the  tower  itself 
was  expected  to  be  finished  within  the  next  four 
months.  Every  other  day  cement  was  poured 
around  the  steel  reinforcing  rods  between  the  ply¬ 
wood  forms,  and  the  tower  rose  another  four  feet. 
The  eight-foot  forms  were  staggered  to  prevent 
the  formation  of  horizontal  rings  marking  the 
end  of  each  pouring.  As  soon  as  the  concrete  had 
set,  the  forms  were  removed  and  a  plasterer  ap¬ 
plied  the  “dash  finish.”  The  plywood  molds  were 
used  again  and  again,  but  each  time  they  were 
trimmed  slightly  with  a  band  saw  to  create  the 
tapering  effect. 


mural.  However,  throughout  the  project  the  expe¬ 
rienced  artists  served  as  assistant  directors,  quietly 
advising  the  younger  men;  Victor  Arnautoff  is 
particularly  remembered  for  his  help. 

Except  for  Ralph  Stackpole,  Otis  Oldfield  and 
Mallette  Dean,  most  of  the  artists  lived  off  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill.  Still,  they  were  all  sociable  and  had 
fun  both  on  and  off  the  job.  After  hours  there 
were  parties  and  exhibit  previews,  and  at  work 
the  artists  enjoyed  including  the  faces  of  friends 
in  the  murals.  Maxine  Albro  portrayed  Stackpole 
as  a  perspiring  farm  laborer,  while  in  Zakhcim's 
library  scene  he  reads  a  newspaper.  Zakheim's 
work  also  depicts  Colonel  William  J.  Brady  (then 
the  tower  caretaker)  and  Lucien  Labaudt.  Labaudt 
had  chosen  the  stairway  for  his  Powell  Street  epic 
—  partly  to  get  away  from  the  crowded  working 
conditions  —  but  once  he  was  there  he  thought 
of  many  people  he  admired,  so  Charles  Stafford 
Duncan,  Dr.  Heil,  Edgar  Walter  and  even  Mrs. 
Roosevelt  will  be  found  in  his  mural. 

Where  the  political  views  of  certain  artists  had 
entered  their  work,  there  was  so  much  criticism 
that  the  Art  Commission  postponed  the  unveil¬ 
ing  in  1934  from  May  1  to  October  12.  During 
the  interim  the  more  sensitive  aspects  of  some 
murals  were  revised  at  the  commission’s  direc¬ 
tion.  Still,  a  few  remaining  items  —  such  as  the 
tome  of  Karl  Marx's  in  the  library  scene  —  upset 
some  individuals  long  after  the  unveiling.  After 
the  water-front  strike  of  1934,  followed  by  a  gen¬ 
eral  strike  in  San  Francisco,  no  objective  appraisal 
of  paintings  with  political  overtones  was  possible. 
As  late  as  August  1941  a  formal  complaint  was 
filed  about  the  subject  matter  in  certain  murals. 

Some  of  the  murals  were  damaged  by  water, 
despite  repeated  efforts  to  halt  the  leaks  in  the 
roof.  Even  more  damaging  have  been  the  tour¬ 
ists  who  scratched  their  initials  in  the  frescoes. 
In  March  1960  Mrs.  Dorothy  Cravath  undertook 
to  restore  the  murals  with  acrylic  paints;  when¬ 
ever  possible  she  arranged  for  the  original  artist 
to  do  the  work,  but  most  of  it  she  had  to  do  her¬ 
self.  After  she  had  worked  several  days  a  week 


for  two  sears,  there  was  a  long  hiatus  but  the 
restoration  was  finally  completed  in  1968. 

At  present  the  murals  are  not  accessible  to 
the  public.  Perhaps  when  adequate  protective  ar¬ 
rangements  can  be  devised  the  rooms  will  be 
open  again,  but  with  large  murals  —  some  are 
forty  feet  long  —  displayed  in  small  rooms,  the 
solution  to  the  problem  is  difficult.  Still,  thousands 
of  tourists  annually  (160,000  in  1971)  pay  a  quarter 
each  to  take  the  sixty-second  elevator  ride  to  the 
main  landing  then  walk  up  37  steps  to  the  ob¬ 
servation  deck  for  a  spectacular  view  of  the  San 
Francisco  Bav. 
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Many  proposals  have  been  made  for  decorating 
the  Coit  Tower’s  exterior.  At  times  a  forty-foot  gas 
flare  has  been  suggested  for  the  top,  and  in  1954 
the  United  Crusade  campaign  varied  the  night 
lighting  with  colored  floodlights.  For  the  Christ¬ 
mas  of  1971  the  crew  of  the  U.S.S.  Coral  Sea  and 
others  provided  colored  lights  for  the  tower  and, 
at  the  very  top,  a  simulated  Christmas  tree. 

Christopher  Columbus 

When  a  change  in  plans  sent  Haig  Patigian’s 
statue  of  the  volunteer  firemen  to  Washington 
Square,  the  thirty-foot  circle  in  the  parking  lot 
on  Telegraph  Hill  was  vacant,  except  for  flowers. 
Then  in  October  1956  Pierluigi  Alvera,  the  Italian 
consul  general  in  San  Francisco,  suggested  that 
a  statue  of  Christopher  Columbus  might  be  placed 
there.  Contributions  financed  the  commission  of 
Italian  sculptor  Vittorio  de  Colbertaldo  to  create 
a  standing  figure  of  the  Genoese  navigator.  Com¬ 
plications  arose  when  Ugo  Graziotti,  a  local  sculp¬ 
tor  and  a  leading  proponent  of  the  idea  for  the 
monument,  presented  his  own  model  of  a  free¬ 
form  statue  interpreting  the  spirit  of  Columbus. 
However,  in  spite  of  the  controversy,  the  de  Col¬ 
bertaldo  figure  was  accepted,  and  in  due  course 
the  12-foot  bronze  statue  left  Italy  for  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  It  arrived  in  time  to  be  set  in  the  circle 
for  the  dedication,  which  appropriately  enough 
was  held  on  October  12,  1957. 


Elevator  Lobby: 
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Otis  Oldfield 
Jose  Moya  del  Pino 

First  Floor: 

Maxine  Albro 
Victor  Arnautoff 
Ray  Bertrand 
Ray  Bovnton 
H.  Mallette  Dean 
Ceorge  Harris 


COIT  TOWER  ARTISTS 
William  Hesthal 
John  L.  Howard 
Cordon  Langdon 
Suzanne  Scheuer 
Ralph  Stackpole 
Frede  Vidar 
Clifford  Wight 
Bernard  B.  Zakheim 

Stairway: 

Lucien  Labaudt 


Second  Floor: 

Jane  Bcrlandina 
Ralph  Chesse 
Ben  F.  Cunningham 
Parker  Hall 
Edith  Anne  Hamlin 
Edward  T.  Tcrada 

Outside: 

Robert  B.  Howard 


CREATIVE  WRITERS  WANTED 

A  new  feature  is  being  planned  for  the 
Semaphore  with  the  first  column  to  appear 
in  the  next  edition.  Retrospective  install¬ 
ments  of  historic  events  (including  oral  his¬ 
tories  from  actual  participants)  will  be  inter¬ 
woven  with  political  events  affecting  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill.  Ideas  are  needed  for  a  quasi- 
fictional  narrative  incorporating  these 
underlying  concepts.  It  can  be  a  lot  of  fun  for 
creative  individuals  with  satiric  frame  of 
mind.  Please  call  Bob  Tibbits,  986-7227  at 
his  home  or  772-4691  at  his  office,  to  set  up  a 
time  for  getting  together  with  interested  and 
talented  writers  of  the  same  bent. 


CABLE  TV  PROBLEMS? 

Do  you  know  about  the  public  “watchdog” 
committee  that  oversees  the  city’s  cable  TV 
franchise?  If  you  have  complaints  or  recom¬ 
mendations  regarding  cable  service  and 
programming,  contact  the  Telecommunica¬ 
tions  Policy  Committee  at  558-3179  (1182 
Market  Street,  Room  421,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94102). 
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BUON  GUSTO 
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434-2248 


Vallejo  and 
Grant  Avenue 


Open 


Cucina  Toscana 

The  finest  meats,  vegetables,  fish  and  cheeses 
—  Pasta  made  fresh  daily  — 

1512  STOCKTON  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
392-1587  •  392-1700 

open  7  days 
VALET  PARKING 


FRESH  HOMEMADE  PASTA 
AND  FRESH  FISH 

FROM  OUR  OWN  BOA  T 
7  Days  -  Dining  —  11:30  am  to  2:00  am 
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AND  LOAN  ASSOCIATION 


EUREKA 

FEDERAL 

SAVINGS 


(415)  391-6210 
TELEX  171943 


ADA  K.  BARONE 

ASSISTANT  VICE  PRESIDENT 
BRANCH  MANAGER 


1435  STOCKTON  STREET  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  CALIFORNIA  94133 


1035  BATTERY  STREET.  SAN  FRANCISCO  (415)  362-4400 
26  7  HAMILTON  AVENUE.  PALO  ALTO  (415)  328-3500 
2555  SCOTT  BOULEVARD.  SANTA  CLARA  (408)  727-6762 


Thomas  Cara  Ltd. 

Espresso  machines  for  the 
gYCfir  home  or  business;  new  or 

(d,  rebuilt,  at  lowest  prices 

“T  in  San  Francisco 

51 7  Pacific  Ave.  SU.  1-0383 


Bruno  Iacopi 

R.  IACOPI  and  CO 

Specialty  Veal  and  Sausage 

1460-1462  Grant  Ave. 

421-0757 

THE  R.A.T.  PATROL  NEEDS  YOU 

On  October  22,  five  disposal  trucks  donated 
by  Golden  Gate  Disposal  will  be  available  at 
predetermined  locations  in  the  North  Beach 
and  Telegraph  Hill  areas.  This  event  high¬ 
lights  an  unprecidented  campaign  against 
the  proliferation  of  street  and  sidewalk 
dumping  of  garbage  and  casual  litter. 

The  REFUSE  ACTION  TASKFORCE 
headed  by  Richard  Winn  of  the  THD  and 
Sylvia  Stevens  of  the  North  Beach  Neighbors 
(our  sister  organization  across  Columbus 
Avenue  on  Russian  Hill)  will  distribute 
bilingual  handbills  and  posters  to  the  mer¬ 
chants  and  residents  of  Telegraph  Hill, 
North  Beach  and  Chinatown  beginning  Sun¬ 
day,  October  2. 

These  handouts  will  indicate  the  location  of 
the  scavenger  trucks  for  collections.  Pickups 
will  commence  at  8:00  A.M.  and  run  until  12 
noon. 

This  long-range  community-supported  prog¬ 
ram  is  designed  to: 

•  promote  community  awareness  and  encour¬ 
age  participation  in  an  ongoing  clean 
streets  and  sidewalks  campaign  . .  . 

•  cite  violations  of  existing  refuse  ordinances, 
obtain  enforcement,  and  determine 
whether  additional  ordinances  are 
needed .  .  . 

•  develop  a  comprehensive  program  involv¬ 
ing  government,  business  and  neighbor¬ 
hood  organizations  to  examine  violations 
and  promote  compliance  and  enforcement  of 
refuse  ordinances. 

Richard  Winn  can  be  reached  at  398-2481  for 
further  information  and  would  welcome  any 
volunteer  assistance  on  this  vital  campaign. 
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FIGHTING  CODE  VIOLATIONS: 

HOW  TO  DO  IT  YOURSELF 

The  Officers  and  Directors  of  the  THD  contri¬ 
bute  their  time  to  matters  affecting  the  en¬ 
tire  neighborhood.  They  attend  committee 
meetings,  public  hearings,  sessions  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  and  the  Planning  Com¬ 
mission.  They  are  few  in  number.  They  have 
jobs  and  other  commitments.  In  short,  they 
are  busy. 

Often  members  of  the  THD  (and  sometimes 
residents  of  the  Hill  who  are  not  members) 
call  a  Director  to  complain  that  a  code  viola¬ 
tion  is  occurring  in  their  vicinity  and  ask 
that  someone  on  the  Board  do  something  ab¬ 
out  it.  Here’s  how  to  do  it  yourself: 

1.  Every  infraction  of  the  Planning  Code 
should  be  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
Department  of  Building  Inspection,  which 
is  a  branch  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Works. 

2.  If  you  think  that  something  is  happening 
that  shouldn’t — a  guest  house  being  built 
in  someone’s  rear  yard,  a  penthouse  addi¬ 
tion  without  the  benefit  of  a  permit,  etc. — 
pick  up  your  phone  and  call.  Don’t  call  a 
THD  officer  or  Board  member.  Call  the 
Building  Inspector.  Currently  (they 
change  from  time  to  time)  he  is  Mr.  O’Reil¬ 
ly,  and  he  can  be  reached  at  861-5820  be¬ 
tween  8-9  a.m.  and  4-5  p.m.,  Monday 
through  Friday.  Follow-up  is  essential. 
Call  him  again.  Write  a  letter  to  the  Chief 
Building  Inspector,  Bob  Kelly,  450  McAl¬ 
lister  St.,  S.F.,  CA.  94102.  Send  a  copy  of 
the  letter  to  Jeffrey  Lee,  Director  of  Public 
Works,  Room  260  City  Hall,  S.F.,  CA 
94102,  and  send  a  copy  to  THD,  P.O.Box 
330159,  S.F.,  CA  94133. 

3.  If  you  have  a  question  about  a  planning 
matter,  or  want  to  know  what  is  or  is  not 
allowed,  call  the  Planning  Department  at 

(continued  on  page  25) 


IJEANNINE 
,  Telegraph  Hill 
k  Member 


Save  $150 
With  This  Ad 

Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  Only 


£‘I  make 
fitness 
part 
of  my 
ifestyle 
Telegraph 


1850  Kearny  Street 
San  Francisco,  Calif.  94111 
Phone  (415)  543-7992  for 
Membership  Information. 


great  facilities  telegraph  Hill  Club  GREAT  PEOPLE. 


GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 
Monday,  October  24,  1983 

Speaker :  Supervisor  Louise  Renne 

$11  per  person,  including  tax  &  tip 
6:30  p.m.  Cocktails,  7:30  p.m.  Dinner 

Basque  Hotel 

15  Romolo  Place 

RSVP  (acceptances  only)  by  September  22: 
Jeanne  Milligan,  989-0494 
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LAST  CHANCE  TO  RUN  ON  THE  EMBARCADERO  FREEWAY! 

DEMOLITION  DERBY  10K  RACE 


•  % 


9AM  SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  22,  1983 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 


fir*****' 


REMOVAL  RALLY  ! 

Stay  for  giant  rally  after  the  race!  ENTERTAINMENT!  Name  Bands!  Help  us  "demolish"  a 
giant  cake  replica  of  the  freeway  after  the  race! 

ROUTE  Begin  China  Basin  along  Embarcadero  Roadway  to  Folsom  St.  then  to  Fremont  St.  off-ramp  and 
along  upper  deck  of  Embarcadero  Freeway.  Off  at  Broadway;  down  Broadway  to  Embarcadero  Roadway 
beside  S.F  historic  waterfront.  Embarcadero  Roadway  to  scenic  Aquatic  Park,  back  to  Embarcadero  Roadway 
finishing  at  Justin  Herman  Plaza. 


T-Shirts 


Awards 

Drawing 


Each  runner  will  receive  a  specially 
designed  t-shirt  commemorating  this 
unique  event. 

Presented  to  first  three  finishers  in 
each  division. 

All  Pre-registered  runners  will  be 
eligible  for  merchant  donated 
prizes.  Drawing  will  be  at  conclusion 
of  race. 


Race  Staff  The  Winning  Team.  Ron  Markillie 
and  Paul  Oerth,  Race  Directors. 

Race  Hot  Line  (415)  261-5932 

Pre-  $7.50 

Registration 

Race  Day  Will  be  conducted  from  6:30  to  8:30 

Reaistration  AM- at  startin9  area. 

3  $10.00 


Demolition  Derby,  PO.  Box  2115,  San  Francisco,  CA  94126  ~ 
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558-3056.  Someone  on  duty  will  help  you. 
You  can  also  visit  the  Department  at  450 
McAllister  St.  Call  558-3056  for  the  hours. 
You  can  see  Mr.  O’Reilly  at  450  McAllister 
St.,  during  the  same  hours  he’s  answering 
the  phone. 

So  go  on  down.  See  how  it  works.  Let  them 
know  that  you’re  a  Telegraph  Hill  Dweller, 
and  that  we  are  everywhere! 


RUMBLINGS  FROM  RUSSIAN  RIVER 
COUNTRY 

Former  Hill  Dweller  Ron  Vehlow  sends 
greetings  from  Cazadero,  the  rain  capital  of 
California,  where  the  air  is  clean,  the  water 
is  pure,  crowding  is  limited,  rents  are  reason¬ 
able  and  parking  is  unrestricted.  Wayward 
travelers  and  lost  THD  souls  can  always  find 
a  drink,  maybe  a  meal  and  bed,  if  they  will 
only  stop  by  at  2400  Cazadero  Highway, 
Cazadero,  California  95421,  or  call  (707)  632- 
5563  for  a  reservation. 


ROSSI 

PHARMACY 

Giovanni  Abundo 
Tony  D’Alessandro 

1600 

Stockton 


Delivery  Service 
421-2121 


" Steam  Beer  Underneath 
a  Fig  Tree  " 


446-480  Green  Street 
GArfield  1 -0221 


V/  SHOE  SERVICE 


-427  Columbus  Avenue 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIF.  94133 

4  15/962-2697 


BOOK  SHOP 


1255  BATTERY  ST. 

LEVI’S  PLAZA 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
PHONE  433  -  1122 
Monday  —  Saturday 


“We  are  a  small  island, 
but  you  see  what  we  do.  " 
— G.  Meredith 


25 


A  "Best  by  the  Bay"  choice  in  S.F.  Magazine 

An  athletic  aerobic  workout  designed  to  strengthen 
your  heart  and  tone  your  muscles.  For  men  and 
women.  Evenings  and  Saturdays.  $4.00/class; 
$2.50  series  rate.  Wear  tennis  shoes.  Bring  a  mat. 

Sts.  Peter  &  Paul  Gym,  666  Filbert  at  Columbus. 
Tues.  &  Thurs.,  5:45-6:45  and  7-8  pm. 

Francisco  Middle  School  Gym,  annex  on  Francisco 
near  Powell.  Mon.  &  Wed.  5:45-6:45  and  7-8  pm. 
Telegraph  Hill  Recreation  Center,  555  Chestnut 
at  Mason.  Sat.  9:30-10:30  and  10:45-11:45  am. 

Call  474- 1090  for  brochure  and  schedule 


wiiArs  yeic  ceet? 

North  Beach  Specialty 
Char  Broiler  Shoppe 


759 Columbus  Ave.,  S.F  CA  94133 

GECXt'GE  QQQ  1 0CO  MARY 

ERMAN  yoy-looz  WHITE 


5  WE  A  TiRS  AMD  ACCESSORIES 


V  BY  m AMMON 


REZONING  RUCKUS 

Supervisor  Quentin  Kopp  is  spearheading  a 
measure  which  would  give  the  Board  of  Su¬ 
pervisors  sole  jurisdiction  over  the  initiation 
of  zoning  changes.  THD  opposes  this  bill,  as  it 
would  nullify  important  rights  now  held  by 
citizens. 

Section  302  of  the  S.F.  Planning  Code  pro¬ 
vides  that  an  amendment  to  the  Code  may  be 
initiated  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  the 
Planning  Commission,  or  by  “one  or  more 
interested  property  owners  or  their  autho¬ 
rized  agents”.  As  the  law  now  stands,  citizen 
petitions  for  zoning  changes  automatically 
become  the  effective  interim  zoning. 

The  Code  section  further  provides  that  a 
building  permit  application  must  comply 
with  both  the  existing  zoning  provisions  and 
with  pending  proposed  amendments,  when 
the  permit  application  has  been  filed  subse¬ 
quent  to  an  application  for  a  zoning  change. 
For  example,  after  the  THD  filed  its  applica¬ 
tion  to  rezone  North  Beach  from  C-2  (com¬ 
mercial  use  on  all  floors  of  buildings)  to  R-C 
(commercial  use  on  ground  floors  only)  con¬ 
version  of  residential  units  above  the  first 
floor  to  commercial  use  could  not  be  accom¬ 
plished  during  the  interim  period;  i.e.,  until 
the  zoning  request  was  either  effected  or  de¬ 
nied. 

These  provisions  are  controversial.  Neigh¬ 
borhood  groups  such  as  ours  feel  these  provi¬ 
sions  are  necessary  if  concerned  citizens  are 
to  have  an  effective  voice  in  the  development 
of  their  communities.  Some  property  owners 
and  developers  claim  their  property  rights 
are  violated  by  these  provisions.  The  City 
Attorney’s  office  has  given  the  Supervisors  a 
written  opinion  to  the  effect  that  these  res- 
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trictions  are,  indeed,  unconstitutional,  in 
that  a  private  citizen  or  group  cannot  deny  a 
private  property  right  indirectly,  through 
the  moratorium  enacted  by  request  for  a  zon¬ 
ing  change.  This  can  only  be  done,  according 
to  the  City  Attorney,  by  the  Board  of  Super¬ 
visors. 

Supervisor  Kopp  has  long  claimed  that  parts 
of  Section  302  are  unconstitutional.  Thus  he 
proposed  the  code  changes  that  would  place 
the  initiation  of  a  zoning  change  with  the 
Board  of  Supervisors.  The  Planning  Commis¬ 
sion  is  also  going  ahead  with  its  proposal  for 
revisions  to  this  section  of  the  code.  The  Plan¬ 
ning  Commission  feels  that  zoning  consid¬ 
erations  are  best  initiated  with  the  Planning 
Department  and  the  Commission,  who 
theoretically  have  the  expertise  properly  to 
present  such  matters.  Supervisor  Kopp  be¬ 
lieves  that  an  elected  body,  responsible  to  the 
voters,  should  have  this  responsibility.  A 
committee  hearing  on  Supervisor  Kopp’s 
proposal  was  set  for  September  20.  It  would 
then  go  to  the  full  Board. 

The  status  of  applications  for  building  per¬ 
mits  where  zoning  changes  have  been  re¬ 
quested  (i.e.,  North  Beach)  is  unclear.  The 
City  Attorney’s  office  claims  that  the  present 
law  is  unconstitutional;  however,  the  Plan¬ 
ning  Department  is  obliged  to  proceed  in 
accordance  with  that  law  until  it  has  been 
changed  or  tested  in  court.  A  court  test  of  the 
constitutionality  of  this  code  section  would 
be  desirable,  and  this  may  happen  if  Sophie 
Lau  decides  to  sue  for  the  right  to  convert  the 
upper  units  of  her  building  on  Scotland 
Street  to  commercial  use.  The  Planning 
Commission  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
have  denied  her  petition.  Details  of  that  epi¬ 
sode  are  in  another  article  in  this  issue  of  the 
Semaphore. 


COMPLIMENTS  OF  THE  MERCHANTS  OF 
LEVI’S  PLAZA 
Arch  Rival  Sporting  Goods 
Bank  of  America 
Battery  Point  Cafe 
Bentley’s  Accessories  for  Women 
Crocker  Bank 
Garo’s  Restaurant 
II  Fornaio  Bakery 
In-Transit  Travel 
Levi’s  Parking  Garage 
Levi’s  Plaza  Market 
*Massarella’s  Gelateria 
Meaders  Cleaners 
Minerva’s  Owl  Bookshop 
Musashi  Japanese  Cuisine 
Pappas-on-the-Plaza  Florist 
Security  Pacific  Bank 
Shapero’s  Drug  Store 
*Opening  Soon 


27 


WATERFRONT  RENAISSANCE 

NEEDS  SUPPORT 

AND  CAREFUL  WATCHING! 

In  the  sixties  and  early  seventies,  the  north¬ 
eastern  waterfront  was  threatened  by  pro¬ 
jects  so  destructive  that  it  is  hard  to  imagine 
them  today:  A  wall  of  apartment  buildings 
along  the  water’s  edge;  condominiums  to  cov¬ 
er  Fort  Mason;  an  eight-lane  freeway  from 
the  Bay  Bridge  to  the  Golden  Gate;  a  new 
bridge  from  Telegraph  Hill  via  Angel  Island 
to  Tiburon;  a  3.5  million  sq.  ft.  Market  Cen¬ 
ter  wrapped  around  Telegraph  Hill;  a  col¬ 
ossal  43-acre  office-hotel  complex  (“Ferry 
Port  Plaza”),  IV2  times  the  size  of  Alcatraz, 
replacing  Piers  1-7  north  of  the  Ferry  Buil¬ 
ding;  a  500-foot-high  U.S.  Steel  building 
south  of  the  Ferry  Building! 

Only  the  vigilance  and  unrelenting  opposi¬ 
tion  of  united  civic  organizations  (prominent 
among  them  the  THD)  of  conservationists 
and  planners  with  vision,  and  of  legal  guar¬ 
dians  of  the  Bay  such  as  BCDC,  saved  the 
waterfront  from  megadevelopment. 

With  growing  awareness  of  the  Bay  as  a  uni¬ 
que  resource  and  of  the  waterfront  as  a  vital 
link  between  the  Bay  and  the  city,  opposition 
was  followed  by  constructive  planning  and 
far-reaching  actions: 

The  Golden  Gate  National  Recreation  Area 
became  a  reality;  a  special  BCDC  Area  Plan 
for  the  San  Francisco  waterfront  was  worked 
out  by  a  citizens’  committee  (appointed  by 
BCDC)  and  adopted  by  city  and  State  agen¬ 
cies;  the  city  itself  enacted  the  Northeastern 
Waterfront  Masterplan,  also  in  cooperation 
with  a  citizens’  committee;  the  port,  recover¬ 
ing  from  radical  changes  in  shipping  technol¬ 
ogy  and  misconceptions  about  the  waterfront 
as  a  mere  real  estate  resource,  regained  its 


financial  health,  increased  its  maritime  acti¬ 
vities  and  is  actively  engaged  in  helping  to 
restore  the  city’s  access  to  its  waterfront. 

The  Redevelopment  Agency  is  implementing 
plans  for  housing,  open  space  and  a  marina 
south  of  the  Ferry  Building;  a  Fisherman’s 
Wharf  Action  Plan,  including  revitalization 
of  the  fishing  industry,  has  been  adopted  and 
an  ambitious  project  to  restore  the  Ferry 
Building  is  under  way. 

These  are  just  some  of  the  major  positive 
developments.  The  THD,  together  with  other 
groups,  has  actively  participated  in  their 
realization.  Many  obstacles  remain  and  con¬ 
tinued  vigilance  is  essential  to  insure  suc¬ 
cess.  The  following  paragraphs  summarize 
some  of  the  current  problems  requiring 
attention. 


The  future  of  Piers  9-35  (at  the  base  of 
Telegraph  Hill):  The  port  is  currently  study¬ 
ing  alternatives  to  the  maritime  use  of  many 
of  these  piers.  We  favor  maximal  maritime 
use,  particularly  the  retention  of  Pier  35  as  a 
passenger  terminal,  and  planning  with  pub¬ 
lic  land  use  as  the  major  criterion  (rather 
than  primarily  as  an  additional  source  of  in¬ 
come  to  the  port).  Non-maritime  uses  should 
be  water  oriented.  Developments  should 
alternate  with  open  space,  allowing  substan¬ 
tial  public  access  to  the  water.  We  favor  im¬ 
plementation  of  the  City  Masterplan  policy 
that  states:  “Develop  the  area  to  a  lesser  in¬ 
tensity  .  .  .  than  the  adjacent  downtown  and 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  areas.”  We  support  the 
establishment  of  an  active  citizens’  commit¬ 
tee  (not  a  rubber  stamp)  to  participate  fully 
in  the  study.  The  port  has  promised  to  estab¬ 
lish  such  a  committee. 
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Development  of  Pier  7  for  recreation  and 
public  access:  This  pier,  presently  serving 
as  an  open-air  parking  facility,  is  to  be  re¬ 
built  exclusively  for  public  recreation:  view¬ 
ing,  jogging,  sitting,  fishing,  watching  pilot 
and  tugboat  activities  and  shipping.  The  pre¬ 
liminary  design  concept  is  very  exciting.  If 
funding  problems  can  be  solved  (and  this  is  a 
strong  possibility),  this  pier  will  be  a  major 
success  for  the  initiative  of  the  Citizens 
Advisory  Committee. 

Ferry  Building  Garage:  While  we  support 
the  restoration  of  the  Ferry  Building,  we 
have  serious  objections  to  the  projected  250 
foot  garage  on  the  western  side  of  the  Embar- 
cadero,  opposite  Pier  1.  It  would  be  four  feet 
taller  than  the  Pier  39  garage  and  approx¬ 
imately  IV2  times  as  long  as  the  Public  Lib¬ 
rary  facade.  With  the  prospect  of  the  elevated 
Embarcadero  Freeway  coming  down  in  the 
future,  it  would  be  folly  to  spoil  the  crucial 
remaining  open  spaces.  We  have  presented  a 


number  of  alternatives  for  consideration  by 
the  Planning  Department. 

Removal  of  the  elevated  Embarcadero 
Freeway:  The  broad  coalition  of  civic,  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  business  leaders  working  with 
federal,  state  and  city  agencies  towards  the 
replacement  of  the  elevated  Embarcadero 
Freeway  with  a  more  efficient  and  suitable 
transportation  system  (including  a  four-lane 
parkway,  a  Muni  streetcar  line  from  the 
Southern  Pacific  terminal  to  Fort  Mason  and 
other  improvements)  is  making  good  prog¬ 
ress.  Together  with  the  Ferry  Building  res¬ 
torations,  the  removal  of  the  freeway  barrier 
would  reunite  the  Bay  with  the  city.  A  De¬ 
molition  Derby  10K  Race  along  the  freeway’s 
upper  deck  is  scheduled  for  October  22.  For 
entry  blanks,  runners  should  write  to:  De¬ 
molition  Derby,  P.O.  Box  2115,  San  Francis¬ 
co,  CA.  94126.  (See  information  elsewhere  in 
this  issue!) 


DETRIMENTS 


•  ••••••••••• 

It's  The  Most  Elaborate  Gift  Shop  in  North  Beach 
No,  It's  the  Smallest  Department  Store  in  Town. 

Baskets,  Tabletops,  Toys,  Crystal,  Gift  Wrapping,  Desk 
Accessories,  Candles,  Rag  Rugs,  Christmas  Ornaments, 
Soaps,  Umbrellas,  Gourmet  Foods. 

1450  GRANT  AVENUE  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94133  415-956-7534 
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Washington  Square  ,  - 

Bar^Grill. 

Wishing!  on 
Square 
.Part 

Open  daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 

■ 

Union 

Its 

1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 

MANAGER,  COIT  TOWER  SHOP 

Duties  include  buying  and  ordering  mer¬ 
chandise;  accounting,  record-keeping, 
scheduling,  hiring  assistants.  Experience 
desirable  but  not  essential.  Hours  flexible. 
Send  resume  to:  McLaren  Lodge,  SF  94117 
or  phone  Margaret  Moore  at  921-5570. 


TELEGRAPH  TTTT.T.  ANTIQUES 
580  union  street 
san  francisco,  ca  94133 


Mon.  -  Sal  12-5:30 

or  by  Appointment  (415)  982-7055 


SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


BAY  &  COLUMBUS  CHEVRON  STATION 

Dick  Mary,  Proprietor 

1 196  Columbus  Avenue 

441-9947  Chevron 

“We  take  better 

care  of  your  car!  ” 

Tune  Up  — 

Brakes  —  Road  Service 
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Helicopter  Relief  in  Sight?  The  Planning 
Department’s  Office  of  Environmental  Re¬ 
view  has  ruled  that  an  EIR  is  required  for  the 
sightseeing  operations  of  Commodore  Heli¬ 
copters  at  Pier  43.  Such  a  report  could  not  fail 
to  document  the  intolerable  nuisance  gener¬ 
ated  by  the  incessant  noise  of  sightseeing 
helicopters. 

Concerning  the  application  for  a  heliport  at 
China  Basin,  the  applicant  has  agreed  to  ban 
all  sightseeing  activities.  A  study  is  under¬ 
way  to  determine  the  level  of  noise  pollution 
to  be  produced  by  the  proposed  facility. 
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COIT  TOWER  ANNIVERSARY 

The  fiftieth  anniversary  of  Coit  Tower  was 
commemorated  at  noon  on  Saturday,  October 
8.  Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  presided  over 
ceremonies  rededicating  the  structure  as  an 
official  landmark  of  the  City  &  County  of  San 
Francisco.  At  a  luncheon  afterward,  digni¬ 
taries  representing  the  Parks  and  Recreation 
Department,  The  Fire  Department,  Art 
Commission  and  Landmarks  Preservation 
Advisory  Board  joined  the  Mayor  in  honoring 
eight  of  the  muralists  who  decorated  the  in¬ 
terior  of  the  Tower  with  scenes  of  California 
life  during  the  1930’s. 

The  surviving  muralists  of  the  original  24 
who  “sparked  a  renaissance  of  fresco  paint¬ 
ing  in  the  United  States,”  are  Ralph  Chesse, 
Parker  Hall,  Edith  Anne  Hamlin,  William 
Hesthal,  John  Langley  Howard,  Suzanne 
Scheuer,  Takeo  Terada  and  Bernard  B. 
Zakheim.  They  worked  for  the  Federally- 
funded  Works  Project  Administration  that 
later  sponsored  murals  in  public  buildings 
across  the  country. 


Publicist  Ken  Maley  and  his  anniversary 
committee  were  instrumental  in  obtaining 
landmark  status  for  Coit  Tower.  They  are 
already  working  toward  having  the  struc¬ 
ture  listed  in  the  National  Registry  of  Histor¬ 
ic  Places.  A  number  of  activities  organized  by 
the  committee  will  be  underway  before  and 
after  the  anniversary  celebration.  There  is 
an  art  exhibition  featuring  works  by  some  of 
the  muralists,  as  well  as  other  artists  repre- 
sentativ  of  the  period,  at  City  Hall  running 
through  October  20.  Friends  of  the  Recrea¬ 
tion  and  Parks  Department  sponsored  a  gala 
benefit  at  the  tower  on  Thursday  evening, 
October  6.  After  four  hours  eating  and  drink¬ 
ing,  dancing  under  the  stars,  the  evening 
concluded  with  a  festive  fireworks  display. 
Party-goers’  donation  went  toward  mainte¬ 
nance  and  the  much-needed  restoration  of 
the  murals. 

With  the  generous  permission  of  THD’s  for¬ 
mer  historian  and  his  publisher,  the 
Semaphore  carries  a  reprint  of  the  chapter  on 
Coit  Tower  from  David  Myrick’s  book  San 
Francisco’s  Telegraph  Hill. 


PIER  31  WAREHOUSE 

Warehousing  Services  Division  of  Crent  Company 


Business  or 
Personal  Storage 

Downtown 
San  Francisco 

Drive  Indoors 
Safe,  Convenient 

Your  Own  Locked 
Metal  Container  Room 

Sprinklered  Warehouse 


Pier  31  The  Embarcadero 
San  Francisco,  CA  94111 


398-3100 

Self-Service  Storage 
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WILL  THE  CLIFFS  DISAPPEAR? 


CAFFE  ROMA 


414  COLUMBUS  AVENUE 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94133 _ TEL.:  391-8584 


Specializing  in  French  Basque  Dinners 
and  Mixed  Drinks 

PHONE  391-4249  732  BROADWAY 


WELLS  FARGO 


Ronald  J.  Derenzi 

Assistant  Vice  President  and  Manager 

Columbus  Avenue  Office 

The  Only  24-Hour  Banking  Service 
in  North  Beach 


Wells  Fargo  Express  Stop 


It  is  possible  that  the  Telegraph  Hill  cliffs 
will  disappear  from  view.  Buildings  at  the 
foot  and  in  front  of  the  cliffs  are  blocking  out 
the  familiar  rock  faces.  Some  buildings  re¬ 
quire  excavation  of  the  cliffs  and  will  hide 
what  isn’t  hauled  away.  The  residents  of  the 
hill  and  the  THD  Board  of  Directors  have 
initiated  steps  to  preserve  the  cliffs. 

The  review  of  developmental  plans  that  prop¬ 
ose  to  minimize  excavation  for  building 
foundations  has  been  helpful.  THD 
spokespersons  have  made  effective  argu¬ 
ments  at  the  environmental  impact  hearing 
conducted  by  the  City  Planning  Department. 
The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  been  asked  to 
designate  the  cliffs  a  historic  landmark. 
More  recently,  the  City  Attorney’s  office  has 
been  requested  to  render  its  opinion  as  to  the 
cliffs’  eligibility  for  landmark  status.  At 
press  time  for  this  edition  of  the  Semaphore, 
the  City  Attorney’s  staff  had  more  opinions 
about  the  air  conditioning  and  the  49er’s 
prospects  than  the  historic  relevancy  of  cliffs 
quarried  to  near  elimination  over  a  hundred 
years  ago. 

The  THD  Board  of  Directors  has  requested 
an  examination  of  existing  City  ordinances, 
planning  guidelines  and  open  space  pre¬ 
servation  criteria  to  determine  whether 
further  deterioration  of  this  significant  land¬ 
mark  and  damage  to  the  existing  structures 
on  adjacent  properties  can  be  stopped. 

The  recommendations  of  the  consulting 
geologic  and  engineering  experts  have  dra¬ 
matically  demonstrated  the  necessity  for  a 
careful  study  of  the  whole  situation,  with  a 
special  emphasis  on  the  proposed  new  build¬ 
ing  on  Sansome  Street  at  the  foot  of  the  Fil¬ 
bert  Steps.  Measures  to  cope  with  the  falling 
rocks  have  ben  suggested.  Bolting  with  wire 
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mesh  and  pinning  of  large  boulders  was  re¬ 
commended,  but  after  further  evaluation,  it 
was  concluded  that  a  restraining  basin  or  pit 
at  the  bottom  of  the  cliffs  would  be  more 
effective.  The  bolted  wire  mesh  system  could 
not  guarantee  stabilization  of  the  cliffside 
nor  the  foundations  of  the  adjacent  prop¬ 
erties. 

Coordination  with  the  various  City  agencies 
on  this  “earth  shaking”  question  is  being 
handled  by  THD  Director  Bob  Armstrong 
who  has  been  known  to  throw  rocks  at  more 
than  one  reluctant  bureaucrat  Heave  Ho! 


GLORIA  UNTI  RETURNS 

Gloria  Unti  has  been  a  friendly  and  welcome 
face  at  the  Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood 
Center  since  1963  when  she  began  teaching 
dance  and  theater  to  the  community  of  San 
Francisco.  A  choreographer,  theater  director, 
dance  teacher  and  educator,  Gloria  first  initi¬ 
ated  the  Performing  Arts  Workshop  in  North 
Beach,  offering  programs  for  people  of  all 
ages. 

The  Performing  Arts  Workshop’s  activities 
include  the  Outreach  Program  teaching 
dance  to  San  Francisco  schoolchildren,  the 
Wellbeing  Program  offering  dance  move¬ 
ment  sessions  to  local  workers,  and  the  Sum¬ 
mer  City  Players,  an  intensive,  annual  sum¬ 
mer  program  open  to  teenagers. 

At  present,  Gloria  offers  adult  dance/exercise 
classes  in  a  “friendly,  non-competitive 
atmosphere”  on  Wednesdays  from  6-7:30  pm 
at  the  Tel  Hi  Center. 

The  community  that  remembers  her  so  well 
would  like  to  welcome  Gloria  back. 


515  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  Ca.  94133 
(415)  982-7400 


Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner 
Closed  on  Tuesday 
Monday  through  Thursday 
Lunch  1 1 : 30  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 
Dinner  5:00  p.m.  to  10:00  p.m. 

Friday 

Lunch  1 1 : 30  a.m.  to  3:00  p.m. 
Dinner  5:00  p.m.  to  Midnight 
Saturday  and  Sunday 
Closed  for  Lunch 
Dinner  5:00  p.m.  to  Midnight 


Antonio  Stornaiuolo 


(415)  397-8458 


Ris  tor  ante  Gnfone 

1609  Powell  Street 

BRUNO  P.  PELLA  San  Francisco,  California  94133 


Open 
7 

Days 

HOME  MOVIE-VIDEO  RECORDER 
RENTAL  AND  SALES 

No  Membership  Required 
Video  A  ccessories 

Ask  for: 

Mike  or  Tony  D’Alessandro 

1075  COLUMBUS  AVENUE 
(Columbus  and  Francisco) 
885-4588 

Discount  to  THD  Members 


ST\ 

V#uic 

0'S 

RESTAURANT 

GUIDO  PICCININI 

Reservation  Suggested 

347  COLUMBUS  AVE. 

982-2157 
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A  NON-DINNER  MEETING 

Thursday  evening,  November  10,  from  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.,  THD  is  sponsoring  a  general 
membership  meeting  open  to  the  community  at  large.  The  Italian  Athletic  Club  is  donat¬ 
ing  the  use  of  their  hall  at  1630  Stockton,  and  you  will  be  able  to  buy  drinks  at  the  bar. 

The  meeting  will  consist  of  three  audio-visual  presentations: 

1.  Great  Planning  Disasters  That  Didn’t  Happen,  by  Gray  Brechin 

Much  of  what  remains  distinctive  and  lovable  about  San  Francisco  has  been  won  by  grass¬ 
roots  opposition  to  civic  leaders,  politicians,  and  planners.  The  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
has  played  a  leading  role  in  the  city’s  history  of  environmental  protest.  This  slide  pre¬ 
sentation  shows  what  the  city  might  have  been  like  if  its  citizens  had  unquestionly  played 
follow-the-leader. 

2.  The  Mission  Creek  Conservancy’s  Plan  for  the  Mission  Bay  Area 

Much  publicity  has  been  given  to  Southern  Pacific’s  gigantic  Mission  Bay  Project,  a  pro¬ 
posed  complex  of  combined  residential  and  office  use  south  of  Market.  The  Mission 
Creek  Conservancy  will  present  slides  illustrating  their  concept  of  appropriate  develop¬ 
ment  for  this  area. 

3.  The  Time  Has  Come,  a  film 

For  4V2  years,  a  group  of  citizens  has  been  actively  pursuing  the  removal  of  the  Embar- 
cadero  Freeway.  Produced  and  written  by  Jon  Twichell  and  THD  member,  Hartmut 
Gerdes,  the  film  outlines  the  current  utilization  of  the  freeway  and  advocates  its  removal. 
Mr.  Twichell  will  discuss  plans  for  alternative  traffic  routes  once  the  freeway  is  removed. 

Each  presentation  will  be  approximately  20  minutes,  and  there  will  be  time  for  public  dis¬ 
cussion  and  questions  at  the  end.  If  this  non-dinner  meeting  is  well  attended,  we  will  plan 
others  in  the  future.  The  meeting  is  open  to  the  whole  community;  invite  anyone  you 
know  who  is  interested  in  future  developments  in  San  Francisco. 
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